354                                                        LETTER TO COURT
to. The works have been carried on entirely under his inspection and direc-
tion and are now in great forwardness, but it is impossible to say when they
will be finished as they are very extensive and as a great part of it depends
on the number of cooleys and tank diggers we shall be able to get.
122.    In the month of September we  called upon Captain  Brohier  to
deliver in an estimate to the Board of the charges of the works to that time
and a computation of what further sum it would cost to compleat the whole;
which he accordingly laid before us on the 2nd October by which you will
observe the whole expence of finishing the body of the citadel with its out-
works will amount to between 21 and 22 laaks of rupees.   A copy of the par-
ticulars of Captain Brohier's estimates and his letter on that occasion are
forwarded in this packett to which we beg leave to refer.
123.   Notwithstanding this expence may appear very large at first, yet
we are not without hopes that the Company will in time be reimbursed a great
part of it, as it is beyond all doubt that when the works are finished and a
proper garrison kept up it will be able to resist the largest force that can be
brought to the attack of it.   This once known, the greatest part of the riches
of the country will upon any change of affairs or sudden inroad of foreign
enemys be brought to this fort as to a place of entire security, the proprietors
whereof will be glad to pay a duty to the Company for the protection granted
them and their effects.   Remote as the expectation of such reimbursements
may at present appear, it is far from being illfounded and both reason and
experience evince that peace and  tranquility are not long to be depended
on in this part of the world.
124.    Captain Brohier having recommended an alteration in the method
of paying the cooleys employed on the works, we acquiesced with his proposal
and ordered that in future the people should be paid daily themselves without
the intervention of surdars.   As he complained of great delays in receiving
the stores  and materials from the Pay Master's people we appointed  Mr.
Charlton store keeper of the materials for the works with orders to give cons-
tant attendance and make immediate deliverys of the stores indented for by
the Engineer.
125.    The  gentlemen  at  Luckypore   having   represented   the   necessity
there was of digging a tank and building brick houses for dressing their cloth
at that factory, as likewise of making a main road to several of their adjacent
aurungs, and as the whole expence of doing this would not exceed 7 or 8,000
rupees, the Board permitted them to set about those works as soon as the
season would permit, being convinced of the utility thereof in washing and
dressing the cloth at that factory, which could not be bleached in some months
of the year for want of fresh water .
126.    We have purchased of the executors of Messrs Jenks and Reveley's
estate a house belonging to those gentlemen at Cossimbuzar for the sum of
2000 sicca rupees for the residence of Mr. Wilder as we did not chuse to lay
out any money in repairs upon the old factory at Cossimbuzar.
127.    A convenient house being much wanted for the publick offices of
this settlement and for holding of councils we have bought the dwelling house
of the late Mr. Richard Court for the sum of current rupees 8,700 for the
above mentioned purposes.   We  likewise purchased Mr,  Drake's house for